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skill, while by his genial and friendly manner he promoted the
harmony of his profession (Plate XLVII).

The Teaching of Surgery

Of slightly later date was BENJAMIN BELL (1749-1806), who
has been acclaimed as " the first of the Edinburgh scientific
surgeons " (Plate XLvn). He studied in London and Paris, ac-
quiring a knowledge of surgery such as could not then be obtained
in Scotland.1 Appointed as surgeon to the Royal Infirmary at the
of age twenty-four, he soon became the first surgeon in Scotland.
He wrote a System of Surgery, in six volumes, which was translated
into French and German, and was for many years a standard
authority.2 Benjamin Bell was an ancestor of Dr. JOSEPH
BELL (1837-1911), also a well-known surgeon, who became still
more widely famous when his pupil, Conan Doyle, portrayed
him as "Sherlock Holmes."8 (Plate LVIII). Another eminent
Edinburgh surgeon, of the same name, but no relation to Ben-
jamin, was JOHN BELL (1763-1820). He was a clever surgeon
and had a large practice, although as a result of a malicious
attack by the irritable Professor James Gregory, to which he re-
plied with dignity, he found himself excluded from the Royal
Infirmary.4 His younger brother was Sir Charles Bell, to whom
we shall refer later (p. 266).

Whytt, and Gregory
Meanwhile the teaching of other subjects was passing on from
the original occupants of the Chairs to capable successors. Another
pupil of Boerhaave, CHARLES ALSTON, succeeded to the Chair of
Botany, to which was added Materia Medica, in 1 738. Materia
Medica was made a separate Chair in 1768, when FRANCIS HOME
(1719-1813) became its first occupant.5 Home, while serving
with the army in Flanders, had ordered his dragoons to drink
only boiled water, and, doubtless he had thus saved many lives
(Plate XLVH). While on the Continent he had taken the oppor-
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